
 

 

Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School  

Curriculum Intention for Understanding the World 

“Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 

community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge 

and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting 

important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to 

a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our 

culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important 

knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. 

Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.” (EYFS 

2021) 

 

Article 29 (goals of education) 

“Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage 

the child’s respects for human rights, as well as respect their parents, their own, other cultures, and the 

environment. 
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The Role of the Adult: 

 To support and enable children to explore and investigate their learning 

environments both indoors and outdoors. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation 

and enthusiasm. 

 To sustain and develop children’s natural curiosity in the world around 

them. 

 To have an understanding of each child’s family and experiences.  

 To provide resources, artefacts and experiences that celebrate diversity. 

 To use open ended questions to encourage the development of children’s 

thinking and vocabulary. 

 To embed all aspects of British Values into our curriculum. 

We Provide: 

 Opportunities for sensory play as a key element of our continuous provision. 

 Heuristic play opportunities for our youngest children. 

 Continuous provision that includes gardening, Forest School and minibeasts all year 

round and for most of the day. 

 Opportunities to learn first-hand about life cycles; tadpole to frog, caterpillar to butterfly, 

egg to chick and seed/bulb to flower/fruit/vegetable. 

 Opportunities for children to understand and make connections between their lived 

experiences and those of others.  

 Opportunities to develop knowledge and understanding of other countries and cultures 

through celebrations, cooking, stories and art. 

 Opportunities for children to explore and experiment with cause and effect. 

 

 

 



 

At the end of their time in  

Sunshine (0-2’s), children will: 
 

 Be curious about people and shows interest in stories about people, animals or objects that they are familiar with or which fascinate 

them  

 Be interested in photographs of themselves and other familiar people and objects  

 Enjoy stories about people and nature (birds, bees, snails, cats, dogs, etc) and is interested in photographs of themselves with 

these.  

 Be curious and interested to explore new and familiar experiences in nature: grass, mud, puddles, plants, animal life. 

 Explore objects by linking together different approaches: shaking, hitting, looking, feeling, tasting, mouthing, pulling, turning and 

poking. 

 Remember where objects belong. 

 Match parts of objects that fit together, e.g. puts lid on teapot.  

 Anticipate repeated sounds, sights and actions, e.g. when an adult demonstrates an action toy several times.  

 Shows interest in toys with buttons, flaps and simple mechanisms and begins to learn to operate them. 
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At the end of their time in  

Raindrops (2-3’s), children will:  
 

 Have a sense of own immediate family and relations and pets.  

 In pretend play, imitate everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background, e.g. making and drinking tea, going to the 

barbers, being a cat, dog or bird. 

 Begin to have their own friends. 

 Learn that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and distinguish them from, others.  

 Notice detailed features of objects in their environment.  

 Talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.  

 Enjoy playing with small world reconstructions, building on first-hand experiences, e.g. visiting farms, garages, train tracks, walking by 

river or lake.  

 Seek to acquire basic skills in turning on and operating some digital equipment. 

 Operate mechanical toys, e.g. turns the knob on a wind-up toy or pulls back on a friction car.  

 Play with water to investigate “low technology” such as washing and cleaning.  

 Use pipes, funnels and other tools to carry/ transport water from one place to another. 
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Understanding of the World (3-4’s) 
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The Role of the Adult: 

 To support and enable children to explore and investigate their learning environments both 

indoors and outdoors. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and enthusiasm. 

 To sustain and develop children’s natural curiosity in the world around them. 

 To have an understanding of each child’s family and experiences.  

 To provide resources, artefacts and experiences that celebrate diversity. 

 To model and develop the language of time with children. 

 To use open ended questions to encourage the development of children’s thinking and 

vocabulary. 

 To embed all aspects of British Values into our curriculum. 

 We Provide: 

 Opportunities for sensory play as a key element of our continuous provision. 

 Outdoor continuous provision that includes gardening, Forest School and minibeasts 

all year round and for the majority of the day. 

 Opportunities to learn first-hand about life cycles; tadpole to frog, caterpillar to 

butterfly, egg to chick and seed/bulb to flower/fruit/vegetable. 

 Opportunities for children to understand and make connections between their lived 

experiences and those of others.  

 Opportunities for children to predict and observe change. For example, in cooking 

activities, observing what happens when ingredients are combined and then when 

mixtures are either cooked, chilled or frozen. 

 Opportunities to develop knowledge and understanding of other countries and 

cultures through celebrations, cooking, stories and art. 

 Opportunities to experiment with and develop an understanding of forces. For 

example, the harder they push a toy car, the faster it travels.  

 



 

 

At the end of their time in 

Sunbeams (3-4’s), children will: 
 

 Show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them.  

 Enjoy joining in with family customs and routines.  

 Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience. 

 Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends.  

 Show interest in different occupations and ways of life indoors and outdoors. 

 Know some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. 

 Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world. 

 Talk about why things happen and how things work.  

 Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 

 Show care and concern for living things and the environment. 

 Begin to understand the effect their behaviour can have on the environment. 

 Know how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player, uses a remote control, can navigate touch-capable technology with 

support. 

 Show an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, real objects such as cameras, and touchscreen devices such as mobile 

phones and tablets. 

 Show skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new images. 

 Knows that information can be retrieved from digital devices and the internet. 

 Play with a range of materials to learn cause and effect, for example, makes a string puppet using dowels and string to suspend the 

puppet. 
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They will be working towards:  

 

 Enjoying joining in with family customs and routines. 

 Talking about past and present events in their own life and in the lives of family members.  

 Knowing that other children do not always enjoy the same things, and is sensitive to this. 

 Knowing about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities, cultures and traditions.  

 Looking closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change in nature. 

 Knowing about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things 

 Talking about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another  

 Making observations of animals and plants and explaining why some things occur, and talks about changes. 

 Completing a simple program on electronic devices.  

 Using ICT hardware to interact with age appropriate computer software.  

 Creating content such as a video recording, stories, and/or draw a picture on screen. 

 Developing digital literacy skills by being able to access, understand and interact with a range of technologies.  

 Using the internet with adult supervision to find and retrieve information of interest to them. 
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